Montessori Circle Spring 2018

MSBG was excited to once again host the annual
Community Earth Day Celebration on Earth Day,
Sunday, April 22, 2018. Representatives from a
variety of different organizations in Wood County—
including BGSU, the City of BG, BG Parks and Rec,
Wood County District Public Library and more— ran
activities.
Kids and adults alike took part in fun,
educational activities focused on pollination, soil
science, renewable energy, food systems, recycling,
native aquatic life and more. Attendees were also given
the opportunity to practice archery and ride a bicycle
that powered different electronics.
The event was an ideal blend of fun games and
engaging lessons emphasizing the value of
environmental stewardship.

Earth Day Celebration

1st Place—Chess Club

Upper Wax Museum

Bernard Woma Visit

Thank you to everyone who attended the 2018
MSBG Gala—The Black and White Ball. With your
help, we were able to raise over $10,000 that will
directly benefit our students.
Three simple words define MSBG – Explore. Grow.
Achieve. Together, these words deliver direction. We
will continue to explore new opportunities and
materials for our students and our school. We will
learn and grow each year to continue to achieve
success in the form of preparing our students to
become leaders of the global world.
MSBG could not do what it does without the
generous support of a caring community. Thank you
again for your thoughtful gift to MSBG and the Black
and White Ball.

Toledo Zoo Visit

Music in Our Schools

2018 Gala

Prime Time Reading

Classroom News
Early Childhood
Early Childhood has been very busy using their practical life
skills! Food preparation has been a popular work loved by all.
Students use their fine motor skills to pluck grapes from the stems,
pull string cheese, and slice eggs and cucumbers. The best part of
this work is they get to eat and enjoy what they prepare!
Earlier in the school year, they have poured dry objects. The
addition of pouring water has been an adventure. Once they are
introduced to water, they use water to wash tables, wash a baby doll,
water plants, or explore liquid measuring.
Additional science units have been introduced to the
children. The human body is always fun. They use a real stethoscope
to listen to each other’s heart. They have also explored oceans,
insects, and transportation.
The continents of North America, Asia, and Europe have
been introduced to the students. In these units they learn about the
animals, culture, and attributes of each continent. In mathematics,
our students explored addition, time, money, and fractions. The
children have grown in so many ways during the school year!

Lower Elementary
Cycle 2 in the Lower Elementary classrooms started with
enthusiasm and anticipation for a successful, fun, and productive year.
A highlight that all students looked forward to was the presentation of
The Five Great Lessons. Elementary level teachers worked together to
present each lesson, which are presented as stories with a mix of beliefs
and facts. These lessons are designed to spark the child's imagination
and curiosity. They are often referred to throughout the year as new
units are introduced to help students understand that everything is
interconnected.
To supplement the wealth of materials for units in Cycle 2,
teachers invited people from the community to come to MSBG and
share their expertise. The Wood County Hospital Wellness Program
came to supplement the Respiratory and Circulatory Units. The Toledo Zoo supplemented the Zoology and the Polar Region Unit. An author/illustrator, Michelle Nelson-Schmidt, came to supplement the Jan
Brett and Cynthia Rylant Author Units.
The teachers are always looking for community
possibilities. Outgoing field trips that students and teachers took part
in were a trip to the Wind Turbines and the Recycling Center. Near
the end of the year, they will visit Fossil Park in Sylvania, Ohio. Cycle 2
will end with a sense of accomplishment and an immense amount of
learning.

Upper Elementary
Montessori believed that we should “give the child a vision
of the whole universe...for all things are connected to form one
whole unity.” Our cultural science shelves reflect this philosophy.
This year’s history focus is ancient history. We begin this study with
the formation of the universe and earth, the beginning of life on
earth, and the dawn of humans. We studied the ancient civilizations
of the fertile crescent and are currently working on an in-depth
simulation of ancient Egypt. We will end our year with a study of
Greece and Rome.
Our geography and science shelves also reflect this study. On
our geography shelf students may choose to learn about the
formation of the Earth, volcanoes, plate tectonics, or the rock cycle.
In our science study we learn about landforms and the forces of
nature behind those landforms. Students use models to design and
conduct experiments that involve erosion deposition, and the effects
of floods. Our current science investigation is what Montessori
describes as “The Great River”. The Great River is a metaphor for
the complex organ systems within the human body. We will
conclude our science study this year with a look at genetics and how
they influence our looks and growth rate in a unit called Healthy
Body Image.

Middle School
The middle school is finishing up the year with their fourth
cycle of study, power and influence. With this theme, they looked
deeper at the power of weather and examined how concepts such as
global winds and ocean currents influence climate all over the world.
They are currently in their humanities studies where they are reading
a historical fiction novel together that connects to their study of the
Renaissance, Reformation, and Age of Exploration. In addition to
this, the students have continued their personal world lessons as they
connect to the theme of the cycle. They are learning about the power
of friendship and money and the influence of technology, drugs, and
alcohol. Lastly, they have continued their service learning at Carter
Farms and are looking forward to serving the school through the
preparation of the community garden.

Alumni Spotlight: Annie Miner
Annie Miner attended MSBG through 6th grade and currently attends Ohio
Wesleyan University studying Social Justice and Pre Law. While in high school
she had many accomplishments; Zonta Club Women’s Scholarship recipient,
National Honor Society, Scholar Athlete Award, French Honors Society, and
more. We were fortunate enough to catch up with Annie to see how her
MSBG education has impacted her thus far in her journey.
How well do you feel you were prepared for Junior High and High School
academically?
I feel that I developed a strong work ethic at Montessori which set me up for
success in my higher studies. Due to Montessori’s unique teaching style, I was
also able to take some techniques used at Montessori and apply them in junior
high and high school (i.e. if I didn’t understand a math problem, I would go
back to Montessori concepts to help me visualize it).
How well do you feel you were prepared for junior high and high school socially?
Regarding leadership, I feel that I was very prepared. Montessori does a great job fostering the development of leadership
skills in all of their students. Socially, since there were only about four or five of us who integrated to the BG City Schools, I
felt very lost those first few weeks of school, because I knew absolutely no one. However, the skill of acclimating and making
new friends is a life skill, one that you will never not need, so in that case, the smallness of the community of
Montessori helped me develop and perfect the art of making new friends.
Since Montessori Philosophy states that we are preparing students for life, and not just for school, how well do you feel
that you are prepared for life?
Whether or not Montessori helped me with procrastination or not, I am pleased to say that I do not have a procrastination
problem and tend to get my work done when needed. I value independent learning and prefer to try and work problems out
on my own before asking for help. Montessori helped me with leadership and working well with others. All of the skills that
Montessori gave me, both on purpose and not, have been valuable for me over the course of my life since graduating from
Montessori. I even still prefer to work either on my bed or the floor instead of a desk!
What do you remember most about your experiences at Montessori School of Bowling Green?
I remember how attentive and kind the teachers were. The teachers wanted to see you succeed, but on your own terms.

The Montessori School of
Bowling Green is a nurturing
community that educates the
whole child in a Montessori
environment, where children
develop mutual respect,
personal responsibility, and a
passion for learning.

Save the Date
Montessori School of Bowling Green
Where children love to learn
est. 1980
515 Sand Ridge Rd.
Bowling Green, OH 43402
419-352-4203
office@montessorischoolbg.org
www.montessorischoolbg.org

May 28th—No School, Memorial Day
June 5th—Last day of school &
Community Celebration
June 6th—Kindergarten Breakfast

Summer Play Dates
Let’s meet up over the summer!
Join us at one of our weekly summer play dates
Tuesdays—10am at MSBG
Wednesdays—5pm at BG City Park

