Montessori Circle Fall 2017
2017 Outdoor Education
Upper Elementary

Middle School
The Middle School students traveled to Hocking
Hills for 3 days in early October. While there, they
tent camped, cooked their food over a fire, and
hiked 5 different hikes (approximately 7 total
miles). One of the hikes was led by a state park
naturalist who explained about the geology and history of the area. They were even able to see an owl
demonstration. Their big activity was zip lining.
Students who were afraid of heights overcame their
fears and they helped each other to complete each
zip through encouragement. In addition to the activities, students took the evenings to discuss and
reflect. Students read an excerpt from California
Blue and discussed the importance of taking care of
the environment
and giving back to
society. They also
took each evening
to reflect about the
day's adventures.
Overall, it was a fun
and meaningful
experience.

Outdoor Education Camp is more than just fun; It's an opportunity for
students to have authentic experiences in natural classrooms and challenge themselves in new ways. Our 4th, 5th and 6th grade students
go to camp each year, a total of nine full days by the end of their upper
elementary cycle. The students retreat to Camp Willson, which offers a
natural classroom of 500 acres of field and forest with a 40 acre glaciercut lake, over 40 horses, an 1860s log cabin, climbing wall and zip line.
Students are able to incorporate science, math and social studies with
the natural classroom for a better understanding and true appreciation
of nature. Students take archery, survival, campfire cooking, orienteering, reptile, and insect classes while at camp.
In addition to curriculum, students and teachers focus on team building.
They are able to bond as a classroom community through their classes
and hands on activities such as, dancing,
campfires, and team challenges. They
learn to count on one another to complete their tasks. They had an educational and awesome camp experience.

Giving to MSBG
Like most independent schools, each fall, the Montessori School of Bowling Green asks parents, staff, board
members, alumni families, friends, relatives, and corporations to invest in our school’s success and share in the
excitement as we continue to expand the educational gifts we give our students.
The Annual Campaign is an opportunity to demonstrate your support and recognition of MSBG’s values, philosophy, and contribution to children’s lives. We are working as a community to strengthen the impact of Montessori
education because we know there’s no better method for developing peaceful, curious children who will grow into
responsible, productive, conscientious adults the world so desperately needs.
Only the generous support of our community allows MSBG to continue to explore, grow and achieve.
Thank you for being a part of our Montessori Community,

Jessica McClure
Advancement Director

I GIVE TO MSBG FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE

Early Childhood
The early childhood/kindergarten curriculum is rich and expansive and
provides opportunities for a child to develop concentration, coordination,
independence, order and the five senses as well as enriched language and
math skills. Rounding out the curriculum are integrated continent studies,
art, music and physical education. In addition to the formal curriculum,
children are taught the skills necessary to get along well with others and be a
part of a group. Children are empowered to solve difficulties through
lessons on reflective listening, empathy and personal responsibility.

Lower Elementary
The lower elementary program provides a strong academic continuum for
the curious student. Elementary-aged children are ready to take on a higher
level of challenge and responsibility and our faculty provides new
opportunities to learn and grow. The lower elementary curriculum is
rigorous and provides students with the resources to be successful in their
studies. Maria Montessori states, "The elementary child has reached a new
level of development. Before he was interested in things: working with his
hands, learning their names. Now he is interested mainly in the how and
why...the problem of cause and effect." The lower elementary program
provides students with the materials and information to dig deeper and
discover more.

Upper Elementary
The upper elementary program reinforces a student’s long-term
responsibility to be engaged, active learners, and good citizens of the global
community. The development of abstract reasoning skills allow students to
explore new aspects of their interaction with the learning environment,
peers and curriculum. Students at this level apply their knowledge and
experiences to new challenges. We help the students understand how to
work, fit in and be a part of a community in a positive and productive way.
At this level, we do not shy away from difficulties or issues; instead, we work
through them in a healthy manner.

Middle School
The middle school curriculum is designed to meet the developmental needs
of the adolescent, including physical, emotional, social and cognitive needs
and is benchmarked against state and independent school academic
standards. The goal is valorization of the student, that is, helping the
adolescent become a strong and capable person. This is accomplished when
adolescents have appropriate responsibilities and expectations, are able to
experience the joy that comes from successfully meeting challenges, and
have the resilience that results from learning from poor decisions. The
student outcomes that we strive for are joy, selflessness, optimism,
confidence, dignity, self-discipline, initiative, independence, helpfulness,
good judgment and ability to work with others.

Congratulations to the Montessori Mustangs!
This year we had 25 participants on the K-2 cross country team coached by Miss Brenda and Mr. Dave and 23 participants on
the 3-6 grade cross country team coached by Miss Megan, Mr. Jeremy and Mr. Jake. The 3-6 grade team participated in meets
all around the area this season. They traveled to Lakota, BG Christian Academy, Fostoria and Gibsonburg. We hosted 346
runners at our annual MSBG cross country invitational. This is the most runners we have ever had participate! We have been
holding an invitational at MSBG since 2010.
We are fortunate to have a cross country program starting in kindergarten. Introducing kids to the fun of running at a young
age can help them develop healthy habits which will stick with them for life.
We are instilling healthy habits, but there is more than exercise happening out on the course! The Elementary Cross Country
Program aligns with the Montessori philosophy. It is an individualized sport and they run at their own pace. They set goals for
themselves and work towards meeting those goals throughout the season.
We thank all the participants, coaches, parents, and volunteers for another great season!
Kindergarten trip to the Pumpkin Patch

Save the Date
Nov. 18—Downtown Holiday Parade
Nov. 22-24—Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 4-8—Scholastic Book Fair
Dec. 5—Curriculum Night
Dec. 7—McDonald’s Fundraiser
Dec. 20-Jan. 2—Winter Break
Jan. 15—MLK Jr. Day, no school
Jan. 19—Open House 9am-2:30pm
Feb. 2—3rd-8th Grade Dance
Feb. 14—Classroom Parties
Feb. 15-16—Winter Conferences
Feb. 19—Presidents’ Day, no school
Feb. 25-March 3—Montessori
Education Week
Feb. 26—Enrollment for current
families begins

‘Finding Your P.L.A.C.E.’
Bringing Together Members of the Community
P.L.A.C.E. stands for Partnered Learning Activities and Connected Experiences. This
program is designed for individuals diagnosed with mild to moderate memory loss,
and connects multiple generations in a Montessori school environment.
Participants involved in the project include Bowling Green State University students,
Upper Level Montessori school students and community members diagnosed with
mild to moderate memory loss.
All of the participants work together, using classroom Montessori materials, to engage
with each other. In addition to working with the Montessori materials, there are also
movement classes offered and activity kits sent home with participants.
We are so fortunate our students have this opportunity to work with community partners and serve the members of their community.
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Mark your calendar for the annual MSBG Gala! This year the
theme will be the Black and White Ball. It will be held on
Saturday, March 24th, in the Olscamp Ballroom on the BGSU
campus. We hope to see all of you there!

Book Buddies

Cross Country

Assembling Care Kits
for Houston, TX

The Great Lesson

MSBG Fall 2017— Where Children Love to Learn!
International Day of Peace

Finding Your PLACE
Solar Eclipse

